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TENDULKAR
CALLS FOR
BETTER PITCHES

MUMBAL Batring legend Sachin
Tendulkaron Sunday called for
nteresting pitches to revive
Testaricket stating that flatand
dead tracksare only gotng toasd
n posing challenges o the five-
day format

“Test cricketis gomngtorave
fweproduce intervsting tracks
bt if the tracks are Oatand dead
then Test cricket s golag to
find its challenges. | know, this
Test World Champlonship has
been announced but even tohave
this Wordd Champlonship, you
got to make cricket interesting.
Just by havinga Champtonship
crickst is not going to gt inter-
esting ~ Tendulkar sadd on the
sideinesof the [DBI Fadaral Life
Insurance Mumbai Half Mara-
thon bere

Ciing the results and the and
of cricket that has been on offor
mn the Ashes so far, Tendulkar
sadd it was a reason why people
have moved on from the recent-
ly-conciuded World Cup to the
fiv o match series so soon

“(Steve) Smith got Injured
unfortunately, that was a big
biow to him but Test cricket was
wxcitng w hen JofraArcher chal-
lenged him The focus shiftad (0
Test crickat, peoplealmost kind
of forgot that four weeks ago
there was World Cup being
played In England nobody is
talking about that everyone is
talking about Test cricket
because it is challenging and
exciting " Tendulkar added

He also heaped pragsoon Mar-
nus Labuschagne, who has
struck three consecutive half
ocanturies. “Thave besnwatching
alurtie bit of Ashes and | thought
someone ke Mamus Labuscha-
£ne left the ball brilltantly It's
somwthing you don T get 1o see In
Test cnickst, ™ Tendulkar smd

Meanwhile Robin Stngh and
Varsha Namdev Bhawan
smergad Victorious i the msn's
and women's 21km category.
clocking L1143 and 13348

respectively
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City marathon witnesses inspiring tales,
a3 Ilallls rise against all ods

Warming g bedon n

Swmauy mornng
v owr 10,000
AnBasbestic runnens, who
%ot Out to bo & part of A
bl trseraehon in the ity

r Bloaer Sachin
lenadatkar fagsd off U
event at BEC. The gru
oliing and high prcie 21
B3t P startad o 515 e,
RO DY B e 10
am run at 600 am, sd e
e ki fan run s 15 mm

hils one, Jon, bl maany such
ramners. Thy spober shout
DOW Funning (AN
thalr Ives, and bas helped
them beoome beter vorsdons
of

Fradecd Kumbdar s ono
sach  exangle.  An  uiirs
mareon

the Bromman TriaENon He roaSs, MY

rgte bag hatd o bo ampossed, white my kel kg

wins Cumaged, snd Dow, It has & rod and scrows. This was my
fine NveRIn marsthon my sorident. Ranring s my s

000 | haes Do) A part of 24-50ur and 12 hoss stadhan rans,
and sxany saesthorm. This was i exhilamiting oageros ™

Sartsh Pundey who s 10 Do @ sensomd moretomer; adds,
“1 was fspired when 1 mot e keendary ampotos Pradoon,
and (fs was my it marathon afler sey socxdent tn 3015, 1 had
10t fuse owe ey rightt beg, Dt e mry drovo soud destne with
1. Hhomene: s FUn Wi B vt 06

Yor &ywarold Mayura Shrvalier running
mersthons has beon 4 part of 1. sod she'd drmmt of
tecranligy & trieslecs and trAined R for Ree first Dadf
tronman

sirpyis and themo sessions, Mayurs starts] sralning
A, S wors. AR thiree 4o & Ball menths of e, | lurve
e 1 cornotench, and have cadoyes! 1 tharoughly ™

For 3 pearold, wheelchatr bosed Bhavesh Trivedl, this
marathon meant & Jot. He had injurd Ris spinal cord 45
woars a0, “1 compioted the [ive km run tn one hour Eartier
I usedd 10 Do & part of
marathonss Ui the dlalénl
ooy TRis run hag no
such cstegory and » foll
grent 4o e & part of 1"
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and wo also enoouraged run

o thed up with & cotrgeny
10 NN refrteed and
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eapennive Hotwear ™
Mastidecy of e Armed
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Robin, Varsha take top
honours in half marathon
Delhi's Robin Singh thwarted
hat-trick hunter Dnyaneshwar
Morghatoclaim the IDB| Federal
Life Insurance Mumbai Half
Marathon here on Sunday.

Robin hadtobrave a heavy
morning downpour anda
persistent challenge from
Dy aneshwar to finish the 21-km
run in 1:11:43 hrs, almost two
minutes ahead of the defending
champion.

Mumbai's Varsha Namdev
Bhawari provedto be
untouchable among the ladies,
pocketing the title almost ina
canter. She completed the
roundabout distance fromand
toJioGardensat the Bandra
Kurla Complex in 1:33:38 hrs. m
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Robin, Varsha take top honours: Delhi's
Robin Singh thwarted hat-trick hunter Dnya-
neshwar Morgha to claim the "IDBI Federal Life
Insurance Mumbai Half Marathon' on Sunday.
Robin had to brave a heavy morning downpour
and a persistent challenge from Dnyaneshwar
to finish the 21-km run in 1:11:43 hrs, almost two
minutes ahead of the defending champion.
Mumbai's Varsha Namdev Bhawari proved to be
untouchable among the ladies, pocketing the
title almost in a canter. She completed the
roundabout distance from and to Jio Gardens at
the Bandra Kurla Complex in 1:33:38 hrs. Robin
broke away from the pack early on and calmly
kept widening the gap between himself and the
rest.Dnyaneshwar, however, stayed within
striking distance for most part and made a final
dash but could only manage a 1:13:44-hr finish.

Good pitches will revive Test, feels Sa-
chin:Sachin Tendulkar said that Test cricket
would be helped a lot by competitive pitches
like the ones that have been on offer at the
Ashes, thus far. Tendulkar said that despite the
introduction of the World Test Championship,
the cricket on offer has to be interesting to keep
the fans engaged. “Test cricket is going to
revive if we produce interesting tracks, but if
the tracks are flat and dead, then Test cricket is
going to find its challenges,” he said.
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Robin, Varsha win
Mumbai Half
Marathon

Delhi‘s Robin Singh
thwarted hat-trick-hunter
Dnyaneshwar Morgha and
clinched the IDBI Federal
Life Insurance Mumbai Half
Marathon 2019 here on
Sunday.

Robin overcame the odds of
a heavy downpour and a
persistent challenge from
Morgha to finish the 21km-
run in 1:11:43hrs, almost two
minutes ahead of the
defending champion.
Varsha Bhawari won the
women's event in 1:33:3.
Rohit Yadav claimed the top
prize in the men's 10km-run
in 32.38mts and Rishu
Singh, the women's 10km
run in 39.57.

Around 18,000 enthusiastic
runners in three categories
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The Free Press Journal

Mumbai Half Marathon

Robin, Varsha take top honours

FPJ SPORTS DESK
Mumbai
Delhi’s Robin Singh thwart-
ed hat-trick hunter

Dnyaneshwar Morgha to
claim the coveted IDBI Fed-
eral Life Insurance Mumbai
Half Marathon 2019 here on
Sunday.

Robin had to brave a
heavy morning downpour
and a persistent challenge
from Dnyaneshwar to fin-
ish the 21k run in 1:11:43
hrs, almost two minutes
ahead of the defending

champion.
Mumbai’s Varsha
Namdev Bhawari proved to

be untouchable among the
ladies, pocketing the title al-
most in a canter She com-
pleted the roundabout dis-
tance from and to Jio Gar-
dens at the BKC in 1:33:38
hrs, with 4.1 minutes to
spare.

Over 18,000 enthusiastic
runners turned up for the
start, in the three different
categories on offer, despite
heavy rain in the morning.
IDBI Federal Life Insurance
brand ambassador Sachin

Winners of the 10K run (female) on the podium with Sachin Tendullar
(L) & Vighnesh Shahane (R), MD & CEO, IDBI Federal Life Insurance

Tendulkar flagged off the

marathon and honoured the
winners too.
Interestingly, many

youngsters made the most
of the opportunity, prompt-
ly turning right back to take
selfies with the cricketing
maestro. That didn’t, how-
ever, deter the dream-
chasers as they adroitly
stepped past them in their
quest for glory

Robin broke away from
the pack early on and calm-
1y kept widening the gap be-
tween himself and the rest.
Dnyaneshwar, however,
stayed within striking dis-
tance for the most part and
made afinal dash but could
95?11y managea 1:13:44-hr fin-
ish,

Dnyaneshwar probably
had to worry more about
the man breathing down his

neck than the crown that
was slipping away from his
fingers. Last year's runner-
up Parshram Bhoi almost
pipped him at the post, com-
ing in third just 1 second be-
hind him.

The women's contest too
turned out to be intriguing.
Varsha was the undisputed
queen even though last's
year's runner-up Sayali Ku-
pate gave a run for her mon-
ey. They were almost shoul-
der to shoulder for about 15
kilometres before she lost
some steam and settled for
the silver.

Nayan Balasaheb Kirdak
clocked 1:38:24 hr to win the
bronze medal.

In the 10K timed-run, Ro-
hit Yadav claimed the top
prize in the men's category
by clocking 32:38 mins. He
was followed by Kamal Ku-
mar (33:10 mins) and Arif
Ali (33.17 mins).

In the women's category,
Rishu Singh stole the hon-
ours to win the gold by post-
ing a timing of 3957 min-
utes, followed by Sayali
Kokitkar (40:45 mins) &
Shilpi Yadav (42:51 mins).
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India slowly transforming into

The Free Press Journal

a sports playing nation: Sachin

AGENCIES
Mumbai

Former Indian cricketer
Sachin Tendulkar on Sunday
said that the country is slow-
ly transforming itself from a
sports-loving nation to a
sports playing nation.

Tendulkar also advocated a
healthy lifestyle with a focus
on the right diet.

"T believe that everyone
should live a healthy lifestyle.
It is important to focus on
your diet, it is essential for a
common man to think about
eating habits. From a sports-
loving nation, we are slowly
transforming ourselves into
asports playing nation," Ten-
dulkar said after flagging off
a marathon in Mumbai.

The Master Blaster also
briefed about the marathon
and said fitness plays an im-
portant role in everyone's

eflives.eepressjournal. in

"Almost 20,000 runners
have participated in this
marathon. Fitness plays an
important role in everyone's
life. The marathon is getting
a good reception from people.
It was raining this morning,
but still the runners kept on
going," Tendulkar said.

"This is the speciality of

this marathon, it always hap-
pens during the rainy season.
I think this marathon has
been a remarkable success
this year. All credit to the par-
ticipants, the whole move-
ment is about fit and healthy
India. It is not a necessity
that if you are young, you
will be fit," he added.
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Good pitches key
to Test cricket’s
revival: Sachin

The heart of Test cricket is kind of surface that
you play on. If you provide good pitches, cricket
cannot be boring, cricket cannot be damp, and
(there will always) be those exciting moments,
exciting bowling spells, great batting and that is
what people want to see, Tendulkar said

————

T AGENCIES
Test cricket can be pleasing to
the eye if it is played on good
pitches, batting great Sachin
Tendulkar said on Sunday,
terming the 22-vard strip the
longest format's “heart” and
key to its revival. To support
his point, Tendulkar cited, as
example, the surface used for the Ashes Test at Lord's last
week, which saw a fierce contest between Steve Smith and
Jofra Archer. He was speaking on the sidelines of
Mumbai Half Marathon. Tendulkar felt the duel between
Archer and Smith, which included a nasty bouncer that
felled the Australian ace, got viewers hooked and made Test
cricket thrilling to watch. “I think Test cricket is going to
revive if we produce interesting tracks, but if the tracksare
flat and dead then Test cricket is going to find its challenges.
“I know this Test World Championship has been announced
but even to have this Wordd Championship, you got to make
cricket interesting, just by having another championship,
cricket is not going to get interesting,” he said.

“T have been watching a little bit of Ashes and I thought
someone like Marnus Labuschagne has left the ball bril-
lantly, which is something that you don't get to see in Test
cricket. “Normally you tend to glide those balls to third
man and pick a single. But the kind of surfaces they are
playing on, if you steer the ball you go to the dressing room.
“You need to leave those balls or defend solidly And the
guys who have not been able to do that, they have been
watching the game from the dressing room,"” he said. Mean-
while, on the half‘marathon, Tendulkar said that it has
grown in numbers over the years,
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Tendulkar: Good pitches key to Test cricket’s revival

Ténthkar takes a seffie at the
Mumbai Half Marathon yesterday

TEST cricket can be pleasing to
the eve if it is played on good
pitches, batting great Sachin
Tendulkar said yesterday,
terming the 22-yvard strip the
longest format’s "heart™ and
kev 1o its revival.

To support his point, Ten-
dulkar cited, as example, the
surface used forthe Ashes Test
at Lord’s last week, which saw
a fierce contest between Steve
Smith and Jofra Archer.,

“The heart of Test crick-
et is the kind of surface that
vou play on, If you provide

good pitches, cricket cannot
be boring, cricket cannot be
damp, and [there will always|
be those exciting moments,
exciting bowling spells, great
barting and that is what people
want 1o see,” Tendulkar said.

He was speaking on the
sidelines of IDBI Federal Life
Insurance Mumbai Half Mar
athon.

Delhi’s Robin Singh thwart-
ed hat-trick hunter Dnvanesh-
war Morgha to claim the cov-
eted Mumbai Half Marathon
title. Robin had to brave a

heavy morning downpour and
a persistent challenge from
Dnyaneshwar to finish the 21k
run in 1:11:43 hrs, almost two
minutes ahead of the defend
ing champion.

Mumbai’s Varsha Bhawari
proved to be untouchable
among the ladies, pocketing
the title almost in a canter.
She completed the round
about distance from and to
Jio Gardens at the BKC in
1:33:38 hrs, with 41 minutes
Lo spare.

Agencies
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Good pitches key to Test cricket’s revival: Tendulkar

1o get more intesesting. Cricket is not

hing youdonotgetrosay InTest crick

was ioseresting when Jodna Arches

| Ridstuman Dutta

ridahvimandutta Roing to get interesting by havieg a et challemged the Australian botsmen.
W Limesgroup . com Test Championshap. Al the end say- “Nomally, becauseof theserfaces  Suddenly focusshilvedon Testoricket.
TWEETS & Marmba Mirror be the firal match might count when ane has been playing on you tend o People almost forgot World Copy, no

Schin Tendulbkar feels that good
wickets are more imporsane than a
Workd Test Champricendwpto beepthe
foemat rebevant. Testoricket sndits re-
levance in present time for long has
bewes & poiint of debrate, lernational
Crckes Councll (0C) came up with
the idea of Warld Test Championship
o keep the Jonger format alive.

Speaking on the sidelines of the
Mambal Half Macathon, where be
was the Beand Ambassador, Tendul
kar yesterday sald, “Woeld Test Cham
pronshiponty will not be able so make
Test ceicket move interesting.

I know about the Tew Chass-
plonship, but evenfor that, crickethas

wo teams face cach other having
same number of potney the maght
make only the pasticulas game inter-
onting.” headded

“Testcrichet is going sonvive if we
produce interesting tracks, but if
tracis sew flat aesd dowd then Test oric k-
et will find its challenges,” said Ten
dullar

He emphasized more on having
good tracks which can challenge »
batsman. According 10 Tenchaliar,
“Tese cricket & godng o rovive if we
produce inseresting toacks, bur i
trackos asedlat s dewd then Tese coick-
et will fimd fes challenges. 1 thought
Marnus Labuschagne, loft the ball
brilliantly in Ashes, which & somet-

glide those balls so thind man and pck
2 vogle and go 10 the non-striker’s
end, but the surfaces they are playeg
on durindg Ashes, you steer the ball
and yo go 0 the drssing rooes. So
you need toleave those baliy o defend
wlidly ™

Tendulkar sakd that good priches
<an abvo help attract more farw to the
ground. “The hean of testcrickes Ische
kindof weface you pley on, fyou pro-
vide good pitches cricket can not be
boeing, These will always be an exci-
ting speil, grear basting and than s
what people wast 10 sew. People e
these %0 see challenges. Steve Savith
2ot leguend unfortunasedy and that
was 2 big blow to Been bt Test cricket

oo is walking about that. Because they
are fandng Tewt cricket challonging
and intesesting,* hesaid.

Regasding macathon event and fis-
nes movement in the country, he -
o, *This samovement which hasgat
herd momensum. Comisnation of
phsical and mentad fitness & smpoe
tane, o, once vou have thet balance,
the resulr Sollows, *

Atout the huge partcgution of
wounen (n the masathon, Sachin said,
“We had today lasge sasmber of wo-
men pantkcipants. These & a move.
ment end swanses that we need 10
belie Womenarethe backbooe ol any
family, v, Hwommenareheslthy the fs-
mily ishappy.”
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Robin, Varsha take
top spots in MHM

Mumbai: Delhi's Robin Singh
thwarted hat-trick hunter
Dnyaneshwar Morgha to claim
the IDBI Federal Life Insurance
Mumbai Half Marathon 2019
here on Sunday.
Robin had to brave a heavy
maorning downpour and a per-
sistent challenge from
Dnyaneshwar to finish the 21k
run in 1:11:43 hrs, almost two
minutes ahead of the defending
champion.
Mumbai's Varsha Mamdev
Bhawari proved to be
untouchable among the
ladies, pocketing the
title almost in a can-
ter. She completed
the roundabout

distance in
1:33:38 hrs, with 4.1
minutes to spare. — PT/
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